
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 21, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 262 (God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have an interior life, but I do not care for it very 
much.  To be blunt, my interior life is more of an impediment to 
my living than it is an enhancement.  I have feelings that trouble 
me or disquiet me, and they interrupt my being more light-
hearted and easy-going.  I have many thoughts of the same 
nature, and they impact me in the same way.  I think the reason I 
do not care for my interior life very much is that I enjoy the 
experience of being laid-back more than I do the experience of 
being enlivened, and enlivened is what comes to me when I pay 
attention to my interior.  In pursuit of this enjoyment, I treat my 
interior life as a mistake, a mistake I have been working to correct 
most of my life.   
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:35-45 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert (I Sought the Lord, and Afterward I Knew) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 539 (Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for October 28, 2018 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22); 

Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52; 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 If you wish to donate money to aid in the recovery efforts for 
those effected by the hurricanes, you may do so by making a 
check out to this church and marking the memo for these relief 
efforts. 
 Information from the California Council of Churches on the 
November 6th ballot propositions is on the table in the coffee 
room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 Built into our core is an assumption that we need to be 
different—more of something or better at something, different in 
some way. I think this is a reaction to a conclusion inculcated in each 
of us over time, a conclusion that whoever we are is not enough. 
This conclusion produces in us a striving that never abates, a 
character trait which is manifest in many areas of our life. 
 Our striving like this gets in the way of our relating with God. God 
does not ask us to become different; God makes us different and 
asks us to pay attention to the way our becoming different is 
accomplished: firstly, by making us aware of thoughts or feelings 
not yet established in our consciousness; secondly, by accepting us 
with those thoughts and feelings; and then thirdly, by unpacking 
what is in our awareness so that we comprehend what is there tells 
us about ourselves, which changes us. I think the heart of what God 
does is to make us aware, particularly when awareness is not simply 
noticing something, but being penetrated or caught by it so that 
what enters our awareness hooks our curiosity or pricks our 
conscious and we are either intrigued or bothered by it. 
 It is difficult to question the assumption that we should be 
different, since what we think we should become always seems 
more valid than what we are, and we are quickly pulled into a 
comparison, imagining how much better our life would be if only we 
were different. What we miss in this comparison is that becoming 
different is not the point of our dissatisfaction with ourselves. The 
point is simply to experience the dissatisfaction, since doing so 
reconnects us with the assumption that we are not enough. Our 
feeling dissatisfied with ourselves is the way God makes us aware of 
the assumption that is shaping the way we live. We need to realize 
that God accepts us as a person who has this assumption operating 
all the time, so that we can recognize it for the criticism which it is, 
and then become familiar with how this assumption and criticism 
operates in us and influences us. The key is in having the awareness 
of the assumption as it is working. We learn how to have more life 
by comprehending the assumption than by taking it literally and 
trying to rebut it or disprove it. 

[Jim Robie, 10-18-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (Mark 10:35-45) 
 James and John basically want to be the most important or most 
accomplished. It is possible to read this text and think that Jesus is 
frowning on their desire. However, the text does not say that. Jesus 
does not chastise the brothers for asking, he just asks them if they 
are certain. 
 We need to clarify what is being referred to in the question Jesus 
asks: “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with?” At the time the New 
Testament was written, the split between the internal and external 
worlds which we more and more take for granted was not available 
in the way it is for us. At that time, the two worlds would have been 
closer together if not identical so that both the internal and 
external would have been intended in what was said or written 
(although people at that time would not have been able say or 
know that). I think that for us to grasp the significance of Jesus’ 
words, and to understand what he was asking, we need to 
emphasize the internal world more than the external. To that end, 
I offer that both the cup and baptism metaphors refer to Jesus’s 
intention to be immersed in the life that is his, that is in what we 
would call his interior life, and then to use what he learned 
inwardly to be immersed in the time in which he lived. This is the 
issue that was addressed in the baptism narrative where Jesus 
agrees to this immersion. 

I think Jesus is asking James and John if they are serious about 
getting to know their own life, becoming familiar with their own 
interior, and discovering how who they are internally influences 
the way they live in the external world. I think the purpose of such 
familiarity is that they might be in the world and be less toxic than 
they would be without such awareness. Jesus’ question is asking if 
such an exploration is an interest they have, a curiosity maybe; or, 
is it more a passion that possesses them. If it is a passion, then the 
immersion they seek will come for them, and they will find 
themselves immersed in the unpacking of their own interiority. The 
question then is whether they are willing and able to respond to 
this passion that possesses them. The two reply they are able to 
respond, and Jesus seems to agree because he states that the 

“cup” and “baptism” will be theirs.  I think for us this question comes 
in the form of how we view our own interior: is our interior life a 
problem, an impediment which gets in the way of our life with God; 
or is our interior life the vehicle through which God relates to us? 

I wonder if an immersion in our own interior does not require a 
passion to be the most important or most accomplished, especially 
in the beginning. Such a passion will quickly acquaint us with what 
lies in our own interior, specifically with what strives for perfection 
as a way of achieving some status, which is perhaps the most 
significant material that needs to be penetrated and unpacked if the 
religious journey is to proceed. In this immersion we learn by 
experience that we cannot run like tyrants over the top of the 
different selves we are. We learn to be a servant of our different 
selves, and to be a slave to the work God does which integrates our 
many parts. Eventually we learn to not be concerned about being 
the most important or most accomplished—being the most 
important or most accomplished belongs to whoever has the 
internal aptitude for it [in Greek, “those for whom it is prepared” 
refers to having internal fitness]. Ironically, someone who is 
internally fit for this journey is someone for whom being the most 
important or most accomplished is no longer relevant. But in the 
beginning, such a passion might be useful. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-18-18, O.T. 22nd after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 10:35-45] 


